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46 CFR Ch. I (10–1–13 Edition) § 131.535 

the extent of the muster, drill, or 
training session held. 

[CGD 82–004 and CGD 86–074, 62 FR 49340, 
Sept. 19, 1997, as amended by USCG–2009–0702, 
74 FR 49235, Sept. 25, 2009; USCG–2012–0832, 77 
FR 59782, Oct. 1, 2012] 

§ 131.535 Firefighting training and 
drills. 

(a) A fire drill must be held on each 
vessel, normally on alternate weeks. It 
must not be held as part of the aban-
don-ship drill, nor immediately before 
or after the abandon-ship drill. If none 
can be held on schedule, because of bad 
weather or other unavoidable con-
straint, one must be held at the next 
opportunity. 

(b) Any crew member excused from a 
fire drill must participate in the next 
one, so that each member participates 
in at least one each month. Unless 
more than 25 percent of the members 
have participated in one on that par-
ticular vessel in the previous month, 
one must be held before the vessel 
leaves port if reasonable and prac-
ticable; but, unless the Commandant 
(CG–CVC) accepts alternative arrange-
ments as at least equivalent, one must 
be held not later than 24 hours after 
the vessel leaves port in any event. 

(c) Each fire drill must include— 
(1) Summoning of crew members and 

offshore workers to their stations with 
the general alarm; 

(2) Simulation of a fire emergency 
that varies from drill to drill; 

(3) Reporting of crew members and 
offshore workers to stations, and pre-
paring for, and demonstrating of the 
duties assigned under the procedure de-
scribed in the station bill for, the par-
ticular fire emergency being simulated; 

(4) Starting of fire pumps and use of 
a sufficient number of outlets to deter-
mine that the system is working prop-
erly; 

(5) Bringing out each breathing appa-
ratus and other item of rescue and 
safety equipment from the emergency- 
equipment lockers, and demonstrating 
of the use of each item by the person or 
persons that will make use of it; 

(6) Operation of each watertight door; 
(7) Operation of each self-closing fire 

door; 
(8) Closing of each fire door and each 

door within the fire boundary; and 

(9) Closing of each ventilation clo-
sure of each space protected by a fixed 
fire-extinguishing system. 

(d) Each fire drill must, as far as 
practicable, be conducted as if there 
were an actual emergency. 

(e) The dates when fire drills are 
held, and details of training in fire 
fighting and of fire drills, must be en-
tered in the vessel’s official logbook. 
Each logbook entry must include the 
following, as applicable: 

(1) Time and date. 
(2) Length of drill or training session. 
(3) Number and lengths of hose used. 
(4) Subject of training session. 
(5) Statement on the condition of the 

equipment used. 
(6) Unless a full drill or training ses-

sion is held at the appointed time, the 
circumstances and the extent of the 
drill or training session held. 

[CGD 82–004 and CGD 86–074, 62 FR 49340, 
Sept. 19, 1997, as amended by USCG–2009–0702, 
74 FR 49235, Sept. 25, 2009; USCG–2012–0832, 77 
FR 59782, Oct. 1, 2012] 

§ 131.540 Operational readiness. 
(a) Except as provided by § 131.545(e) 

of this subpart, ach lifesaving appli-
ance and each item of equipment for a 
lifeboat, liferaft, survival craft, rescue 
boat, life float, or buoyant apparatus 
must be in good working order and 
ready for immediate use before the ves-
sel leaves port and at any time when 
the vessel is away from port. 

(b) Each deck where a lifeboat, life-
raft, survival craft, rescue boat, life 
float, or buoyant apparatus is stowed, 
launched, or boarded must be kept 
clear of obstructions that would inter-
fere with the breaking out, launching, 
or boarding of the lifesaving appliance. 

§ 131.545 Maintenance in general. 
(a) For each lifesaving appliance, the 

manufacturer’s instructions for main-
tenance of the appliances aboard must 
be aboard and must include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Checklists for use in the inspec-
tions required by § 131.565(a) of this sub-
part. 

(2) Instructions for maintenance and 
repair. 

(3) A schedule of periodic mainte-
nance. 
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